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have been Introduced.   After lie had attracted the
notice of the public by his first edition, various
criticisms were offered him on the peculiarities
of his style, as well as of his sentiments, and
some of these, which remain among his manu-
scripts/are by persons of great taste and judg-
ment.    -Some few of these criticisms he adopted^
but the far greater part he rejected; and, though
something has by this means been lost in point
of delicacy and correctness, yet-a deeper impres-
sion is left of the strength and originality of his
genius*    The firmness of our poet's character,
arising from a just confidence in his own powers,
may,  in part,   explain his tenaciousness of his
peculiar expressions; but it may be in some de-
gree accounted for  also,  by the circumstances
under which the poems were composed.    Burns
did not, like men of genius born under happier
auspices, retire, in the moment of inspiration, to
the silence and solitude of his study, and com-
mit his verses to paper as they arranged them-
selves in his mind.    Fortune did not afford him
this indulgence.    It was during the toils of daily
labour  that his fancy exerted itself; the muse,
as   he   himself  informs us,   found   him at the
plough.    In this situation, it was necessary to fix:
his verses on his memory, and it was often many
days, nay weeks, after a poern was finished, be-
fore it was written down.    During all this time,
by frequent repetition, the association between
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